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know it, and that it must be in a state of activity
in order that we may think At the same time there
are immense difficulties in the way of the supposition
that thinking is nothing but an action of the material
organism. The most probable view seems to be that
there is an unknown something, not consisting of
ponderable matter, but directing the ponderable
matter of which the body consists, and that think-
ing, as we know it, is the result of the interaction of
the two. This unknown something appears to be
that on which personal identity depends, and may
accordingly be called the ego. Memory would seem
to depend on something registered on the ego, the
record being capable of being brought into thought
by interaction with the material organism. The ego
is not destroyed in sleep or in a faint, though thought
be for the time in abeyance. As it does not consist
of ponderable matter, we cannot affirm that it is
destroyed by death, though that causes the material
organism to go to corruption ; but we might regard
it as likely that thought would stop. But if the ego
were then put in command, as it were, of a new
organism, thought might be resumed; and the con-
sciousness of personal identity might be sustained, as
it now is notwithstanding interruption by sleep or by
a faint. And if the new organism, whether material
or otherwise, were something more refined, and better
adapted for mental activity by interaction with the